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WAYNESBOROUGH

2049 Waymesborough Road, .3 mile west of State Route
252, south of Paoli, Paoli Vicinity (Zasttowm Township),
Chester County, Pennsylvania.

Crrin Wickersham June
2049 Waynesborough Road, Paoli, Pennsylvania.

Residence.

Waynesborough is a fine example of an 18th century stone
house which retains many of its original features. It was
the birthplace and home of Ceneral Anthony Wayne (1745-96),
a brigadier-general of the Continental Army during the
Revolutionary War. The house has been owned continuously
by the Wayne family since 172L.

PART I. HISTORICAL- INFCRMATION

A. Physical History:
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Dates of erection: The original section of the house, the present
vest wing, was built circa 1724 by Anthony Wayne, the grandfather of
General Wayne. "His son, Issac, the gemeral's father, built the main
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Architect: Unkaown.

0

riginal and subsequent owners: Anthony Wayne (172h-1739) to

Issac Wayme. Issac Wayne {(1739-1Til) fo Antheny Wayme. Anthony hWayme

{17LL-1T7G6) to Issac wayne. Issac Wayne (1756-13852) <o William Wayne
Evans (William Wayne Zvans by act of Legislaturs changsd his name o
Williem Wayne}. Wil Wayne {1852-1882) to William Wayne, Jr.
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Wiillii Wayre, Jr.
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1883-1933) %o William Wayne IIL., William Wayne
1IT {1933~1965) to Grrin Wickershnam June {1965 to date).

uilder, ccatractor: Unknown, loczi mascn, cerhaps Jeoan Hoskins of
.
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Origizal plan and construction: 1724 house consisted of

2 kKeeping voom, a large room in s major housenoid Tunctions
vers arried out.

Alteraticns and additions: When the main blocx of the nouse was bullt
cirea 1735, the orizginal 1724 house became 2 kitchen. A seccond story

vas added to “he circe 1790 east wing between 1853 and 186S. Two rooms on
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the west gide orf the main block were jciqed to make a large double
parlor sometime before 1900. In 1902 7. Mellon Rogers restored

the. rooms to his version of their 13th century appearance. A

small wing was added tc the north (rear) of the east wing in 1902.
There have been many different porches cn the north elevation of the
house. The present porch was reconstructed in 1965. A 1960 HABS
photograph shows the porch as rebuilt in 1937. The house has under-
gone several restorations in the 20th century.

Historical Events andPersons Connected with +he Structure:

The house was built in 172h by Anthony Wayme, grandfather of General
Anthony Wayne. Issac Wayne, the father of Anthony and a member of the
Pennsylvania Assembly and Senate built the main house in 1735. The
Wayne family was active in political, military and ecclesiastical
affairs. General Anthony Wayne was born here on January 1, 1745, and
inherited the estate in 177W. Wayne, inown as "Mad Anthony,” became
famous as a brigadier-general of the Continental Army during the
Revoluntionary War. In 1792 George Washington appointed Wayne Commander
of the Legions of America. Wayne disd in 1796 at Presque Isle, Pennsyl-
vania on his way nome from the army post at Detroit. Many famous visitors
came to Waynesborough, including Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hapmilton
and Lafayette. The house has beer continuocusly cwned by the Wayne
family.

Sources of Informatiocon

The present owner, (Qrrin Wickersham June, pcssesses extensive documenta-
tion on the house and its history. He published on article ia Antigues,
October, 1968, on the nouse and its furnishings. The article also
reproduces several oid views of the house. The nouse 13 plctured on page
17 of Fushey and Cope’s History of Chester Jountwy, 1833, It is also
pictured on page 167 of B.J. Lossing's Pizzorial Field Book of the
Revolution, 1850, Administrative papers con the s=state can be found in
the Chester County Courthouse, West Chester, Pernsylvania. Other documents
gnd information are available from the Chester County Historical Society,
West Chester, Pennsylvania.

Supplemental Matsrial:
i. AMERTCAN WEZKLY MERCURY, June 13, 1723
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Barren, very convenient for an Out-let or Liberty. Whosoever

shall be inelined to view the said Farm, may repair to Thomas Edwards,
the right Ownerthereof and Dweller thereon, and may be further in-
formed concerning the Premises, who will sell and make a good Title

to the said Land upon reasonable Considerations to the Buyer.

Thomas Edwards,
Eroperty sold to Anthony Wayne lTEQ
AMFRTCAN REPUBLICAN, (West Chester, Penn.}, November 10, 1835

Grain, Dairy and Grazing FARM Waynesbhorough Farm For Private Sale,

THE undersigned offers for Private Sale, Waynesborough Farm, on

which he resides.— This plantation is situated in Easttown Township,
Chester ounty, Pennsylvania, and within one mile of Pacli Inn, which
is located near the 18th mile stone, on the Philadelphia and

Lancaster Turnpike, and Philadelphia and Columbia rail road, and
flanked by the public road leading from the said internal improvements
to Philadelphia, Darby and Chester. A public road from Doylestown
through Norristown to West Chester, the county town, passes at an
agreeable distance from the front of the Mansion House. The farm
contains upwards of 378 Acres, nearly cone-third of which is covered
with an unusual variety of first-rate timber, the principal part of
which is within half a mile of the Twnpike and rail road aforesaid,
and within the same distance of several lime kilns. The cleared land,
which is in a high state of cultivation, is divided into 20 fields

and meadows, with running water in each, or easily accessible. The
whole is enclosed with good fences of chestnut rails. The buildings
consist of an excellent stone Mansion House, 45 by 35 feet, exclusively
of large and convenient stone wings, with all necessary outward
appendages. A barn, being a new and substantial stone building, 80
by 48 feet, with extensive sheds of stone. A new, neat and convenient
house, for a farmer, within an eligible distancs of the Mansion House.

To any person really fond of rural and agricultural like, the above
partially described property, will prove itself altogether worthy of
notice, as it is particularly qualified for carrying on every
branch of husbandry, on a large scale. Very nearly the whole of
this plantation is visible from the Mansion, as well as from almost
every other position on it.

This estate can be handsomely, conveniently and profitably divided
into two or more Farms.
Inguire of

TSSAC WAYNE, on the premises.

Gen'l JOSHUA EVANS, Pacli.

JONATHAN SMITH, Esq. Walnut 5t.
Philad'a.

Prepared by Bart Anderson, Curator
Chester County Historical Society
September 1963
and
Marion Morton
January 1976
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PART TI. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement:

i Architectural character: Bullt in several sections,
Waynesborough is a fine example of an 18th century stone house.
As the birthplace of General Anthony Wayne, the house has
historical as well as architectural value. It remains in the
Wayne family with few substantial changes.

2. Condition of fabric: Excellent.
3. Description of Exterior:
l. Over-all dimensions: The original 1724 house (west wing) is

two stories, 20' (two-bay front) by 18' (two vays). The central
block is two-and-a-half stories, 40' (five-bay front) by 33'.
The east wing is 17' {two-bays) by 32', not including the small
one-story 1902 addition.

2. Foundations: Random rubble.
3. Wall construction, Tinish and color: Random rubble.

b. Porches and stoops: There is a pedimentad hood over the south
(front) entrance. A four-bay, shed roof porch with slender wooden

piers extends across the north elevation. it was reconstructed
in 1965,

3 Structural sysiem, framing: Stone icad-bezring walils.

5. Chimneys: The two massive interior chimneys centered cn the
ridge of the central block are of stone, as are the intarior-end
chimnevys on the west and east wings.

7. Ovenings:

a. Doorwars and dcors: On the south (froent) elevation, entrance
intc the main block of the house i1s through double Tour-paneled
doors with a five-light transom. Above the deoorway is a pedi-
mentad peni hood with dentils., The docor into the west wing is
a2 feur-pansied door with a itransom. These dcors plus the door
to the =2azt wing are framed by panelsd shutisrs.

b, Windows and shutters: The first 7loor windows on the south
facade of the central block have segmental rellieving archnes
above them. All of the first flcor windows are nine-over-
nine-light double-hung wedden sash with piain trim. The except-
ton  is: what appears to be a six light casement window in the
north wall of the northeast wing {circa 1902). Second floor
windows are six-over-six-light doublie~hung wooden sash.
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Dormers on the north facade have six-over-six-light double-hung
sash windows. The windows on the first floor have paneled
shutters. On the west wing the shutters date from 1792.

Roof':
a. Shape and covering: Geble roofs with wooden shingles.

b. Cornice and eaves: On the central block, a molded box cornice
with dentils extends across the gable ends forming pedimented
gables. The cornice on the west wing is similar, but without =
dentils. '

c. Dormers: The central block of the house has dormers. The two on
the south facade were added circa 1792 and there are three dormers
on the north elevation. :

C. Description of Interior:

l. TFloor plan:

=

a. First floor: The main block has. a center hall plan with two
rooms on either side of the slightly off-center hall. To the
east of the hall are the blue parlor and dining room, to the west
the green parlor and music room. In the west wing (172L4) is a
large library (originally the 1724 keeping room). Off of the
dining room is the restored 1792 kitchen and the present kitchen.

b. Second floor: The plan is similar to the first floor with a
central hall with four rooms off of it and additional rooms in
+he wings.

¢. Third floor: A full attic is divided into rooms and storage
space,

Stairways: The first floor central hall stairway is a reconstructionm,
as is the stairway in the reconstructed 1792 kitchen.

Flooring: Most of the flooring is original although the floor in
the first floor hallway is not.

Wall and eeiling finish: Paint over plaster. The fireplace walls

of all-the first floor rooms, central block, are fully paneled.
Notable woodwork in all the rooms 1s original with the exception of
that in the green parlor and music room which date from a 1902 re-
modeling. Ceiling cornices are found over most of the fireplaces and
gome of the rooms have a contimiing ceiling cornice. The fireplace
wall in the blue parlor has a heavy cornice with a double dentil band.
Many of. the first floor rooms have'wainscoﬁing  and panels under the
windows. There are chair rails in all the rooms. The woodwork in the
front of the hali includes paneled wainscoting and pilasters. Towards
the rear of the hall the execution of the woodwork is more simple.
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5. Dcorways and doors: Most of the doors are modern six-paneled re-
vroductions from the owner's workshop. The six-panelad cabinet
doors in the blue parior and in the reconstructed 1792 kitchen are
original.

0. 3peciel decorative features, trim, cabinet work, etc.: Built-in
¢cabinets are found in the fireplace walls of many of the rooms.
The cagbinet in the 1792 kitchen is unusual for having its original
shelves. 4lso in the restored kitchen are storage drawers under
the windows. Most of the window reveals ars paneled, those in the
dining room had reeding added to them in 1792 to modernize them.
The rireplace was given similar treatment at the same date. Fire-
places for +he most part have a segmentally arched opening with
gimple mantel shelf and richly carved cover-mantel. Openingsiin-
cooking fireplaces are much larger and rsctangular in. shape; their
mantelpisceg 3re vlainer in desizn.

7. Hardware: The interior of the front door has zn old iron strap hinge
and door bar.

8. Mechanical equipment:
a. Heating: Zlectric. Most of the rooms have fireplaces.
b. Lighting: Electric.

Site:

1. General sekting and orientation: House sits on a spacious lawn, facing
south. In front of it are a public road and a2 gol? course.
-

2. Historic landscape design: Can be seen iz 3everal old viewsg ofihe
3o 7 A4

house with 1

LAk

Cutbuildings:

a. Carriags house -~ 1883, totally reworked 1069-19T72.
b. Springhouse - two stor&s repbuilt in 1332,
¢. Poundaticns of varn.

d. Marks of Tannery.

e, Saw pii.

Prepared oy Bert Anderscn, Curagor :
Chester County Historical Society

a

Septamovar 1983
and

Maricon Morton
January 1976




